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Another important outcome of the non-party char-
acter of the Government Is the tendency for the
Federal Council to become a permanent body. From
1848 to 1895 there have been only thirty-three
Federal Councillors, the average period of service
being over ten years.1 Only two Councillors who
were willing to serve have failed to be re-elected, one
of whom lost his seat in 1854, and the other in 1872,
when party passions ran high. The Swiss Federal
Council is, in fact, far more akin to a body of elected
civil servants than to the responsible ministry which
governs the United Kingdom, or to its analogues In
some European countries or In the self-governing
British colonies.

The same absence of party spirit characterises the
election of members to the Federal Assembly as well
as to the Federal Council The Swiss have it so
firmly rooted in their minds, that there Is no need to
dismiss a good man because you disagree with him,
that the certainty of the result prevents the elections
from being contested. Only forty per cent, of the seats,
for Instance, were disputed in 1887. No great effort,
therefore, is needed to retain seats; and as the minority
know they have no chance of controlling the Govern-
ment, they cease to agitate, and there is an absence
of excitement about elections generally.- M. Borgeaud

1  Four have served over twenty years; and Hcrr Carl Schenk,
who died in office in 1895. was elected in 1863, served, therefore,
thirty-three years, and was six times President.    (See Qrapkigck-
statistischer Atlas der Schwtiz, 1897).

2  M. Numa Droz says: " When the people reject a law in virtxie
of their sovereign right, there is no entering into a state of conflict.
The craftsman carries out the work to his satisfaction;  the em-
ployer who gave the order is of a different opinion, and sends it